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Name 

 
Number 

 
General Information 

 
email addresses 

 
Room 

Number 
 
 
 
 
 

U-RISE 
Program 

Team 
Personnel 

 
 

Graciela A. 
Unguez 
Director 

 
 

(575) 
646-
7963 

Oversees all research, education, training and professional 
development activities within U-RISE Program. Serves as direct contact 
to the NIH. Available to meet with students one-on-one any time to 
discuss progress towards graduation. 

 
 

gunguez@nmsu.edu  

 
Foster Hall  
461 (off) 
441 (lab) 

 
 

Merranda 
Marin 

Co-Director 

 
 

(575) 
646-
1914 

 

 
Co-directs research, education, training and professional development 
activities within U-RISE Program. Provides one-on-one mentorship 
with degree progression, career direction/opportunities, and 
professional development.  Leads ethics and human research RCR 
workshops. 

    
mmarin@nmsu.edu 

 
Gerald 

Thomas 
318 (off) 

 

 
Laura 

Rodriguez- 
Uribe 

Program 
Specialist 

 
(575) 
646-
7145 

 

 
for listening to U-RISE Honors Course, Summer Course Coordinator, 
Summer Research and Grad School questions, poster printing, 
stipends, travel arrangements, facilitates meetings, builds and 
maintains the program website, promotional metrials,  good ears 
problems. 

 
 

laurodri@nmsu.edu 
 

 
Foster Hall 
465 

 
Sylvia Saenz 

Franco 
Fiscal 

Assistant 
 

 
(575) 
646-
5104 

 
Questions/Concerns: Student Stipend and registration fees; Index 
numbers; student travel, other reimbursements. Will work with 
ASBC/ASRC to resolve and problems or questions for program tasks. 

  
 
ssaenzfr@nmsu.edu 

FH 369 



A & S 
Business 
Center 

 

Lucille Casas 
Annesa 
Roberts 

ASBC 
ASRC 

 

 
(575) 
646-
7486 

 
Questions/Concerns related to grant funds and NMSU 
policies/procedures and rules/regulations  

 
ASBC@nmsu.edu 
ASRC@nmsu.edu 

  

 
Breeland 

Hall 
152 

 
Accounts 

Receivable 
 

 
Univ. Accts. 
Rec. 

 
(575) 
646-
4911 

 
Questions/Concerns: funds owed to the university, and others. 

 
uar@nmsu.edu 

 

 
Ed. Svcs. 

Accts. 
Receivable 

 
Financial Aid 

 
Jill Hall 

Financial 
Aid Advisor 

 
(575) 
646-
7379 

 
Questions/Concerns: In-state and out-of-state tuition and fees; U-RISE 
award amount towards tuition; scholarships (NM State Opportunity 
Scholarship, Scholar dollars, Private scholarships, etc). 

 
jhall@nmsu.edu 

 
Ed. Svcs. 
Fin.Aid 

   
Mandy Lara 

Biology 
Dept 

 Hiring personnel - Will work with ASBC/ASRC to resolve and problems 
or questions for program tasks 

mandlara@nmsu.edu 
 

Foster 
Hall 

 
 
 
 

 
Undergraduate Research Training Initiative for Student Enhancement 

(NIH T-34 U-RISE) 
New Mexico State University 

PO Box 30001 - MSC 3AF 
Las Cruces, NM 88003-8001 

Website: u-rise.nmsu.edu 
 


